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				Resolution of the Parliament of Georgia 
		On the adoption of the "State Policy Concept on Population Ageing in Georgia"
 Pursuant to Clause "O" of Article 3 and Paragraph 4 of Article 192 of the Rules of Procedure of Parliament of Georgia,
The parliament of Georgia resolves the following:
1. The "State Policy Concept on Population Ageing in Georgia" to be approved.
2. The Government of Georgia to be obliged to develop and adopt a National Action Plan for implementing "The State Policy Concept on Population Ageing in Georgia" for years 2016-2018, by August 1, 2016.
3. The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia to be obliged to coordinate the implementation of the 2016-2018 National Action Plan and its monitoring and report to the Healthcare and Social Affairs Committee of the Parliament.
4. This resolution is to become effective upon promulgation.


Chairman of the Parliament of 
Georgia										Davit Usupashvili

Kutaisi, 
May 27, 2016
N5146-IIs

			




The State Policy Concept on the Population Ageing in Georgia
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1. Introduction
	The issue of the population ageing is rather important to Georgia, since demographic dynamics have an increasing effect on the socio-economic development of the country and the society (including the health and social sectors) and in the long run, contains risks to the public finances. 
	The population ageing in Georgia takes place at a high pace. In 2010, over 14% out of 4.4 million people were 65 years of age and over, whereas 1/3 of the population was 50 or over 50 years of age. It is expected that by 2030 these indicators will increase to 21% and 40% respectively. According to the forecast, the expected life expectancy upon birth in Georgia, standing at 78 years for women and 71 for men in 2010, will increase up to 80 years for women and 73 years for men by the year 2030.
	In April 2020 the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing was adopted as the first international strategic document on the subject of population ageing. Several months later, the UNECE gathered in Berlin to develop a Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS) for the Plan of Action mentioned above, where regional issues were brought forward. The Madrid International Population Ageing Plan of Action and its Regional Implementation Strategy (MIPAA/RIS) determine 10 commitments that, in their turn, contain particular actions and political principles. These commitments are:
1. Mainstreaming the population ageing issue in all political directions;
2. Ensuring full integration and engagement of the elderly in the society;
3. Supporting the steady and sustainable economic development, in response to the population ageing;
4. Regulating the social security system;
5. Enabling the labor market to react to the economic and social results of the population ageing;
6. Supporting the adaptation of the teaching and education system throughout a lifetime;
7. Ensuring quality of life and supporting independent life (including health and wellbeing) at all ages;
8. Accentuating the gender approach in an ageing society;
9. Supporting families taking care of the elderly and the intergenerational solidarity among their members;
10. Supporting further actions of the abovementioned plan in the context of regional strategy implementation and regional cooperation.
In 2013, the Government of Georgia, under the leadership of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, appealed the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe to receive support in developing the Roadmap for Mainstreaming population ageing issue in Georgia. This document would help the State enhance the response to the population ageing, in accordance with the 2002 Madrid International Plan of Action and its Regional Implementation Strategy.
	The Roadmap on Mainstreaming Ageing has been submitted to the Government of Georgia and officially presented at the 7th work meeting of the population ageing work group of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, held in Geneva, at the UN Palace on November 20, 2014. 
	The Roadmap on Mainstreaming Ageing and its recommendations are the foundation of the "State Policy Concept on the Ageing Issue in Georgia". This Concept presents the main directions and goals of the State policy, while the recommendations to be implemented are given in full detail in the Roadmap document.
	According to the resolution of the National Conference held at the Parliament of Georgia in July 2015, a multi-sectoral working group was created at the Healthcare and Social Affairs Committee of the Parliament of Georgia, uniting Members of Parliament, Deputy-Heads of appropriate Ministries, and representatives of academia, the civil sector and organizations for the elderly. 
	Before August 1, 2016, the Government of Georgia is to develop and approve the National Action Plan for implementing the mainstreaming guideline recommendations for the population ageing issue for years 2016-2018. This plan will ensure sector politics of the population ageing issue and engaging it in different programs. This process will be technically supported by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the GGI.
	2. Main directions and goals of the State Policy Concept on Ageing  in Georgia
	2.1. Mainstreaming population ageing, engagement of interested parties
Goal: Creating a supporting environment and an institutional mechanism for mainstreaming population ageing and ensuring the engagement of interested parties.
	2.2. Integrating and engaging the elderly in the social life, creating an environment without age restrictions
Goal: creating an environment without age restrictions for the purpose of ensuring engagement and integration of the elderly in the social life which implies ensuring the elderly with transportation, living and communal services, supporting the elderly as consumers, ensuring their social, cultural and political engagement and communication.
	2.3. The perception and images of the elderly and media reporting
Goal: to improve the perception of the elderly and mass media coverage of elderly (including their lives, problems, interests and other issues).
	2.4. Social Security for the elderly
Goal: Providing appropriate social security for the elderly in accordance with the results of demographic and socio-economic changes.
	2.5. Work and employment for the elderly
Goal: Supporting the development and use of the labor potential of the elderly.
	2.6. Lifelong learning
Goal: Ensuring lifetime learning and adapting the education system to the changing demographic and socio-economic environment.
	2.7. Health and wellbeing of the elderly
Goal: Improving the healthcare support for the elderly
	2.8. Mainstreaming the gender approach in an ageing society
Goal: Ensuring the mainstreaming of the gender approach in an ageing society.
	2.9. Intergenerational solidarity
Goal: Supporting intergenerational solidarity.
	2.10. Migration
Goal: Develop an adequate policy regarding migration challenges, including those of the elderly.
	2.11. Country's integration in international processes
Goal: Supporting the country's integration in international processes.
	2.12. Research and data collection
Goal: Providing research, data collection and trend analysis on the subject of population ageing for developing proof-based policies and programs.
	3. Issues to be taken into account in the National Healthcare Strategy
When developing a National Healthcare Strategy, particular attention should be paid to the following subjects:
	3.1. Increasing awareness on active and healthy ageing at an early age and providing such information for all age groups; increasing availability and quality of preventive and screening programs and their further popularization;
	3.2. Improving the availability for healthcare services adapted to the particular needs of the elderly; increasing availability of medicines, especially - for people with chronic diseases; supporting the reduction of the prices on pharmaceuticals through an increase in shares of generics and supporting true competition on the pharmaceutical market;
	3.3. Introducing needs-based long-term care elements for the elderly in the National Healthcare Strategy; improvement of geriatric care institutions, palliative care and home care services (healthcare services) for the elderly of all levels of income;
	3.4. Ensuring equal access to healthcare services for the elderly both in villages and cities;
	3.5. Increasing the healthcare personnel based on population size, improving its knowledge and skills, particularly - regarding management of state of the elderly patients (also improving lifelong medical education);
	3.6. Determining the need of the specialization of a social worker and developing and holding trainings based on that need;
	3.7. Increasing the circle of service providers for the elderly and diversifying the services by creating an appropriate regulatory base and encouraging systems both for private as well as non-profit organizations, including voluntary services; 
	3.8. Creating a single, integrated system of care quality management, covering the development and regular updating of appropriate guidelines and standards of providing care at appropriate institutes and homes, holding personnel trainings and creating accreditation and monitoring systems; preventing ill-treatment of the elderly;
	3.9. Creating a single, integrated information system for healthcare management. 
	3.10. Simplifying access to information regarding existing services and their use and individual consultations, using an internet portal, for example; holding an information campaign to remove the stigma from services such as institutional care and, supporting the increase of trust in these services, in accordance with the increase in service quality;
	3.11. Improving coordination between health and care sectors; constant information exchange between the government of Georgia, the medical field and non-governmental service providers to ensure synergies.
4. Implementation of the State Concept on Ageing in Georgia	
The State is to develop a policy regarding population ageing and ensure its implementation. This concept, adopted by the resolution of the Parliament of Georgia serves this purpose. Besides, pursuant to this resolution, the Georgian Government will develop and approve a National Action Plan for the years 2016-2018, and the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs will coordinate the implementation of this Plan and its monitoring and report to the Healthcare and Social Affairs Committee of the Parliament.
5. Monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the State Concept on the Ageing in Georgia
5.1. Developing a specific action plan for implementing the recommendations of the mainstreaming roadmap for the population ageing; determining the indicators and responsible bodies of each duty under this plan;
5.2. The Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs to conduct annual monitoring of the implementation of the Roadmap on mainstreaming aging in Georgia and the action plan for the purpose of overcoming challenges the processes may face;
5.3.  Preparing regular progress reports for the UNECE population ageing work group, particularly for its annual meetings. 





